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Washington was an early riser, often getting up at
four in the morning to start the day's work betimes.
The   "drawing-rooms" were more cheery affairs
than the levees, as Mrs. Washington had simple
unaffected manners, and the General had made
it known that on these occasions he desired to
be regarded not as the President but simply as a
private gentleman.    This gave him an opportunity
such,  as  he did not have at the levees   to un-
bend and to enjoy himself. Besides these receptions
a series of formal dinners was  given  to   diplo-
matic representatives, high officers of government,
and   members of Congress.     Senator Maclay of
Pennsylvania recorded in the diary he kept during
the First Congress that Washington would drink
wine with every one in the company, addressing
each in turn by name.   Maclay thought it of suffi-
cient interest to record that on one occasion a trifle
was served which had been made with rancid cream.
All the ladies watched to see what Mrs. Washington
would do with her portion; and next day there were
tittering remarks all through the fashionable part
of the town over the fact that she had martyred
herself   and   swallowed   the   dose.    Incidentally
Maclay,  who  was in nearly everything a vehe-
ment opponent of the policy of the Administration,